Measuring the Footprints
Greenhouse-gas emissions associated with six common products*

CAR Toyota Prius

PAIR OF HIKING BOOTS Timberland Winter Park Slip On Boots

LAUNDRY DETERGENT Tesco Non-Biological Liquid Wash

TOTAL FOOTPRINT: 97,000 pounds

TOTAL FOOTPRINT: 121 pounds

TOTAL FOOTPRINT: 31 pounds

Vehicle maintenance 4.7%

Electricity used
in shoe assembly

Making the materials for
the car (steel, plastic, etc.)

Disposing of the car
8.3% 12.9%

5.7%

Fuel use in the car
15.8%
52.7%

7%

Assembling
the car
Producing the fuel
and transporting it
to the gas
station

9%

Transporting the
detergent from the
factory to the store 0.2%

17%

93%

Use (mostly energy to
power the washing
machine and heat the
water)

73%
Note: Based on a 1.5-liter bottle
(about 1.5 quarts), 20 loads per
bottle and 9.9 pounds of laundry
per load.

FLEECE JACKET Patagonia Talus jacket

SIX-PACK OF BEER Fat Tire Amber Ale

TOTAL FOOTPRINT: 66 pounds†

HALF-GALLON OF MILK Aurora Organic Dairy
TOTAL FOOTPRINT: 7.2 pounds††

TOTAL FOOTPRINT: 7 pounds

Design and marketing 0.5%

Added carbon dioxide (used to help carbonate the beer) 2.3%
Paper (beer-bottle labels and six-pack box) 2.3%

28.9%

Use (keeping the beer cold
in a consumer’s refrigerator)
Distribution (trucking beer from
brewery to distributor and store)

† Includes emissions from producing the oil that's used to make the polyester through the
jacket’s arrival at Patagonia’s distribution center in Reno, Nev. Doesn’t include transportation
from the distribution center to retail stores, which Patagonia says is negligible.
*Footprints are expressed in carbon-dioxide-equivalent pounds. Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.

Other
Retail (mostly
refrigerating the
beer at the store)

6.6%

Brewing operations (natural
gas used at brewery) 3.9%

70.8%
Producing
the polyester

Disposal of the package

Energy use
in store 1%

Producing the
raw materials

Note: Assumes a 2007 Prius,
driven 126,000 miles over its life
and getting 42 miles per gallon.

Making the fabric and
assembling the jacket

Making the liquid detergent

28.1%

8.2%

6%

12.6%

Transporting the raw milk to
the processing plant 2%

21.6%
Glass for the
beer bottles

Malt
Barley

12%

Packaging for the milk
Fuel and electricity use
at the processing plant

8.4%

Other 3%

Storing the packaged milk at the
processing plant and transporting
it to a distribution center

Fuel and electricity
use on dairy farm

Growing the feed
and hay bedding
for the cows
23%

7%
6%
6%
5%
Cows’ manure

8%
28%

Transporting the
feed to the
dairy farm
Cows’ enteric
fermentation

††Data for a half-gallon of Aurora organic milk; number for other milks may vary
Sources: Toyota; Kreider & Associates; Timberland; Tesco; Patagonia; New Belgium Brewing Co.; Aurora Organic Dairy; University of Michigan’s Center for Sustainable Systems

